[Relation between overall treatment time and local control of early glottic laryngeal cancer: comparison of six versus five times per week].
Local control probabilities of early glottic cancer were evaluated in relation to overall treatment time. From 1971 to 1996, 162 patients with T1 or T2 glottic cancer were treated with radiation therapy. Fifty-nine patients received irradiation six times per week from 1971 to 1987, and 103 patients received irradiation five times per week from 1987 to 1996. Local control rates were calculated by the Kaplan-Meier method, and the log-rank test was used for statistical analysis. The Cox proportional hazards model was used to evaluate the significance of prognostic variables on local control. The 5-year local control rates were 91.8% for T1 tumors and 78.1% for T2 tumors. There was a statistically significant difference in local control rates between the two groups (p = 0.009). The overall local control rate was 86.4% for both groups, showing no statistically significant difference. Multivariate analysis showed that T stage and overall treatment time were important parameters in relation to local control. In early glottic cancer, there is no significant difference in local control probabilities between irradiation six times per week and five times per week.